
Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, October 21, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber      

Trustee Isidoro Albanese 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

  Absent:   Trustee Peter Grunthal 

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.    

6:45 Interview- David Hoffman- EDC 

6:55 Interview- Paulletta Reis- CDAG Representative 

 7:00 pm Regular Meeting 

 

1)     Communications:  

a. Resignation- CDAG 

The Board accepted the resignation of Grace Johnson as the Mount Kisco 

representative to the Community Development Advisory Group and thanked her for her 

service.  

 

b. Resignation- Zoning Board of Appeals 

The Board accepted the resignation of Nancy Coyne from the Zoning Board of Appeals 

and thanked her for her service.  

 

2)     Petitions: None. 

3)     Board Committee and Commission Reports:  

 
4)     Village Manager’s Reports:  

a. Water Report 



Mr. Brancati began by saying that the total water production for the month of 

September was a little less than 43 million gallons for an average of 1.38 million gallons per 

day which is right in line with our August average.  Byram Lake was at 96% capacity at the 

beginning of the month and at 92% at the end of the month.  The Leonard Park wells are in 

service and producing approximately 100,000 gallons per day. 

   

b. Moody’s Report 

Mr. Brancati stated that the Village received some good news with the recent 

Moody’s report of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco.  The credit agency made their annual 

comment on our finances and the overview is that Village’s credit position is very good.  The 

Village’s Aa2 rating is slightly higher than the US cities median of Aa3 due to a very healthy 

financial position, a very strong overall economy and tax base, and mid-range debt and 

pension liabilities.  

 

c. Complete Count Committee 

Mr. Brancati mentioned that with the 2020 Census approaching, Westchester County 

is looking to form complete count committees to ensure that all residents are counted 

during the 2020 Census.  The census count is important as it dictates funding for the 

Village.  He stated that any resident interested in being a part of this effort to either email 

EBrancati@mountkiscony.gov or KFamulare@mountkiscony.gov or call the Village Manager’s 

office at 914-864-0033.  The Census Bureau is also looking for Census takers and is willing 

to pay anywhere from $13 to $30 per hour.  People interested in employment with the 2020 

Census can visit their website at 2020census.gov/jobs for more information.  

Mayor Picinich added that the Census Bureau is driving to get responses online.  

They will be sending out two (2) post cards to residents leading them to either a website or 

phone number to take the survey.  The third mailing will be the actual survey paper form.   

 

 

5)     Board Reports:  

 Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that scarecrows are taking over downtown.  

Please take a stroll down South Moger Avenue and Main Street to see what great designs 

are up for this year’s Scarecrow Contest.  A special thank you to our Recreation Department 

and all of our contestants.  If you are looking for a scary Halloween experience you must 

visit our Haunted House at the Leonard Park Memorial Pool Complex which opened this past 

weekend.  There will be a costume carnival on Sunday, October 27th also at the Leonard 

Park Memorial Pool Complex.  The Mount Kisco Library is also holding a Halloween Carnival 
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on Saturday, October 26th; registration is required.  Deputy Mayor Farber continued to say 

that the last Friday Night Hangout sponsored by the Mount Kisco Arts Council pop-up gallery 

is going to be Friday, October 25th at 7 p.m.  She wanted to thank everyone for their 

support and enthusiasm for the gallery and the three (3) different exhibits shown.  There 

will be music, food, and good times.  Please join!  On Wednesday, October 23rd the Auxiliary 

will be hosting a Ladies Night Dinner at the American Legion. For reservations contact the 

Legion.  On Saturday, November 2nd join the Historical Society and the Conservation 

Advisory Council for a nature hike up to Kisco Mountain.  They will be meeting in front of 

Kirby Plaza at 10 a.m.  Deputy Mayor Farber ended by mentioning the question and answer 

session held at Village Hall with the fire departments.  They are asking all residents if they 

will approve an additional $4 million to meet the needs of our volunteer fire department for 

the upgrades to the fire houses in the Village.  This will be on the November ballot.  The 

meeting was recorded and can be viewed on our website and cable network.   

 Trustee Schleimer began by saying that the Northern Westchester Hospital Teddy 

Bear Clinic will be held on Saturday, October 26th from 9 a.m. to noon.  This is a great 

opportunity for children to get familiar with the hospital and nurses and relieve some of the 

anxiety of having to go to the doctor or hospital.  This is a free event with a tour, bike 

check, and a checkup for your child’s favorite stuffed toy.   She continued to say that she 

received an email that they are calling for a blood emergency appeal due to dangerously low 

blood supplies.  Please consider donating blood if you can.  Trustee Schleimer concluded by 

saying that the Bedford Central School District is discussing the closing of two (2) 

elementary schools.  They have come out with a calendar with community forums that start 

on Tuesday, October 22nd at 4p.m. and 7 p.m. at Fox Lane Middle School; Wednesday, 

October 23rd at 9:30 a.m. in the Administrative Building and 6 p.m. at Fox Lane Middle 

School.  She also asked officials to consider people who work and commute to the city; they 

would not be able to make any of these meetings and have a vested interest for their 

children.    

 Trustee Albanese began by asking people to please participate in everything that 

we do here in Town.  Residents will be able to vote for their favorite scarecrow on our 

website starting Tuesday, October 22nd.  This Friday, the Beautification Committee will start 

planting the Suzanne Grant Garden here behind Village Hall.  He also urged everyone to 

start planting their bulbs as well to beautify our town.  He hopes everyone enjoys the fall.  

 Mayor Picinich began by providing some clarification on the conversation that is 

happening in the Bedford Central School District.  She believes that all Mount Kisco 

residents should be involved.  The Board of Education is trying to determine in their facilities 



planning processes if they should respond to declining enrollment.  That is what they are 

looking into and attempting to determine.  Consultants have been hired and studies done 

which have put the options on the table; the most drastic being the closing of two (2) 

elementary schools or something as light as doing nothing at all.  It is important that all 

voices are heard in this matter.  She continued to welcome First Level Martial Arts to Mount 

Kisco; a great place where they not only teach self-defense, but also how to positively 

interact with others with dignity.  The Village Manager and I were joined by multiple officials 

from around the County for a meeting of the Council on Government including the County 

Executive and the Chair of the County Board of Legislators where we discussed initiatives of 

the County government with interaction and thought from local municipal officials.  There 

were discussions on the County budget; ensuring they are investing in infrastructure which 

are major undertakings.  It has been very refreshing to have an open line of communication 

with our County leadership.  Mayor Picinich continued to say that she and Village Manager 

Mr. Brancati have also met with Joan McDonald, Director of Operations for County Executive 

Latimer as well as Commissioner Gleason who heads the Westchester County Department of 

Public Safety, the Westchester County Police, Commissioner of Finance Ann Marie Berg, and 

Westchester County Budget Director Larry Soule to renegotiate our contract with the county 

for the provision of police services for Mount Kisco.  We are looking to make some changes 

to the contract to make our partnership a stronger one that would include a dedicated youth 

officer, ensuring that there is at least one Spanish speaking officer on each tour, we’ve 

asked for more foot patrols, and have asked for consistency in assignment.  From an 

administrative perspective we are asking for a more strategic planning review of data and 

information together.  She was pleased to share that the County government has been 

receptive to our requests, and they are truly our partners in this process and so we look 

forward to seeing these changes for our review in the not so distant future.  Mayor Picinich 

also wanted to thank Domingo Buezo for his generous donation of plants in our planters at 

crosswalks around the Village.   

 

6)     Old Business:  

 
 

7)     New Business: 

a. RFP Award- Operations of Byram Lake Water Filtration Plant, Byram Lake 

Pump House & Leonard Park 



 Trustee Schleimer made a motion and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to award the contract for operations of the Byram Lake Water Filtration Plant, Byram Lake 

Pump House, and Leonard Park Wells to Suez Water Environmental Services; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    

b. Resolution to approve budget transfers for Fiscal year ending May 31, 

2019 



A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

approve the budget transfers as outlined in the memo dated October 18, 2019; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    

 
c. Schedule Public Hearing for Monday, November 18, 2019 at 7 p.m. to 

Amend Chapter 9 - Village Code of Ethics Law 



























 
 A motion was made Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to hold a 

public hearing on Monday, November 18, 2019 at 7 p.m. to Amend Chapter 9- Village Code 

of Ethics Law; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

d. Economic Development Council 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to appoint David Hoffman to the Economic Development Council; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

  

e. Community Development Advisory Group 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to appoint Paulletta Reis to the Community Development Advisory Group; all in favor:  

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    
 



f. Executive Session to discuss proposed sale/lease of real property whereby 

publicity would substantially affect the value thereof. 

 A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to go into executive session to discuss the proposed sale/lease of real property 

whereby publicity would substantially affect the value thereof; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    
 

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to pay the bills as submitted on October 17, 2019 for the months of September and October 

2019 as follows:  

General Fund    $ 126,919.53 

Water Fund    $ 580,592.66 

Sewer Fund    $    4,558.67 

Library Fund    $    3,591.73 

Capital Fund    $   38,276.89 

Trust Fund    $   10,673.35 

   TOTAL   $ 764,612.83 

 

All in favor:  

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    

 
 

9)     Minutes:  

a. VB- Minutes- 9-16-2019 

A motion was made by Trustee Albanese and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to accept the minutes as submitted; all in favor: 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 
 



  

10)     Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11)     Public Comment: -  

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the Board entered into 

Executive Session at 8:22 pm. 

 A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to 

come out of executive session; all in favor: 

    Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to 

authorize the Village Manager to execute contracts of sale for the real property on West 

Street acquired by the Village through tax foreclosure designated as 80.56-3-15.1, subject 

to review and approval by the Village Attorney; all in favor: 

    Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 9:12 pm. 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 


